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TAKE A PEEK!
TAKE NOTE
- 1
IMPORTANT DATES
- 2
CHRISTMAS BREAK
- 3
CHAPEL CONNECTION
- 4
CONNECTED FAMILIES
-5-7

FROM THE OFFICE
Have a prayer need? We’d love to be praying for you!
Stop by the office and share your prayer request with us or email
Mrs. Carrie at chilty@gpnaz.org. You can also fill out the prayer
request cards your teachers have in their rooms.—let us know if
you would also like us to share it in the Newsletter for others to
be praying for as well.
"For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am
there in their midst." Matthew 18:20
Be sure to have a change of clothes in your child’s backpack, A
reminder that backpacks will need to be picked up on
Wednesdays and Fridays from the classroom as we share this
space with the church.
Make sure you have a working payment method on file in
Brightwheel and Auto-Pay is turned on! Thank you!

November 8 - Picture Retake Day
November 23 - KPS Feast Day
November 24-25 - KPS Closed for Thanksgiving
December 26 - 30 - KPS Closed for Christmas

PRE-K

EVERYDAY ARMOR
God has given us His powerful armor! When we put it
on each day and rely on His power, we will become
everyday heroes who can stand firm against
anything that comes our way.
We're taking a look:
David & Goliath - Put on God's Armor
The Fall - Put on the Belt of Truth
Gideon - Put on the Armor of Godliness
The Great Commission - Put on the Good News
Boots
Jesus Calms the Storm - Hold Up the Shield of
Faith
Jesus Heals an Official's Son - Put on the Helmet
of Salvation
Jesus is Tested in the Desert - Hold Up the Sword
of the Spirit
The Sun Stands Still - Stand Firm and Pray

Click the video to sing along!

ANDY,
AGE 5

"Put on all of God's armor." Ephesians 6:11

Click the video to sing along!

click here to listen to the podcast on the CF website!

If you ask most parents, they would say it’s important to love children unconditionally. But in
practice, sometimes that’s harder than it sounds!
What exactly is unconditional love? What does it look like?
One thing’s for sure: unconditional love is not praise for positive behavior. When you express love
in any context where children can possibly interpret your affection as conditional (based on their
behavior), it loses its power as an expression of unconditional love.
When this happens over time, children may begin to believe that love is earned. For example, I
once worked with a teen who reported that her father only expressed affection for her in her early
years when she got dressed up. She grew up believing that she was lovable only when she looked
pretty. She was very self-conscious about her appearance and struggled with self-esteem and an
eating disorder as a teen.
Another young man related how his dad would show up at his football games and beam with
pride. Unfortunately, this was the only time this young man received affirmation or affection from
his dad. When an injury forced him to quit football, his resulting despair led to depression and
thoughts of suicide. In his mind, there was nothing about him to love anymore.

Intentionally communicate love messages
Unconditional love is devotion and affection for someone, regardless of their behavior,
appearance, performance, or ability to meet your needs. Sometimes even in spite of those things.
This means you affirm your children simply for who they are, not for what they do.
When my first child was born, I was overcome by emotion as I whispered to him, “I love you; you
are a miracle, a gift; you are infinitely valuable.” Learning to communicate these messages
throughout my children’s lives (even yet today) is the essence of unconditional love.
The messages you communicate are important. But what is just as important is the timing of your
communication. Hugs, smiles, and “I love you’s” consistently given only in response to positive
behavior can breed insecurity and a performance-based sense of self-worth in children.
So if you really want your love to land on your child’s heart, be thoughtful about communicating
your love during regular routines, such as bedtime or returning from work. And intentionally
communicate love messages when the children are not doing anything particularly noteworthy. The
child lounging on the couch gets the message, “I don’t have to do anything special for Mom or Dad
to love and enjoy me!”
But the times when kids have “messed up” are uniquely powerful opportunities to communicate a
message of unconditional love. The less children feel they deserve love, the more significant the
impact of lavishing it on them anyway.

A fun idea to celebrate your kids
One year in the Jackson household, a considerable variation in the grade point average of our
children’s report cards left one of them quite discouraged. This child’s dejection made it evident
that this was an excellent opportunity for encouragement. We wanted to make sure we
communicated to all three children that our love for them is unrelated to their success.
We decided to have a “Report Card Party” to celebrate our children regardless of their grades.
Problem-solving about raising the low grades could wait till later. We had a special dinner and then
ran around the house like loonies, whooping, hollering, and firing Nerf guns at each other. We all
had a blast, but the child with the lowest grades seemed to have the most fun!

A father’s unconditional love
Jesus’ parable of the father’s response to his prodigal son depicts powerful love for a child
who had sunk to the depths of failure (Luke 15:11-32). The watchful father longs for the
return of his lost son. When he finally sees him, he leaps into unmistakably loving action. He
ran to his child, which was a wildly undignified thing for an older man to do in that culture!
After greeting him with a joyous embrace, he threw a grand welcome home party to honor
his returned lost son. He then also extended the same extravagant grace to his rude, sourattitude older son.
This story challenges us to look at the times when our children blow it the worst and ask
ourselves if we have a heart of unconditional love for them. This love is unwavering – ever
providing, defending, nurturing, comforting, and forgiving. It says, “I’m here for you, no matter
what” (2 Timothy 2:13). “I want the best for you” (Jeremiah 29:11). “Nothing can separate you
from my love” (Romans 8:38-39).

Consider these questions:
When do I most often express love to my children? How does it relate to my mood and
behavior? What messages might they conclude from the timing of my affection?
What is a typical difficult struggle for each of my children that could be an excellent
opportunity to express unconditional love to that child? How can I express love more like the
father did toward his sons in Jesus’ parable?

